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Dear Downtown Family,

Happy New Year!

December was a whirlwind of

activity, and I’m thrilled to share a

few milestones:

-Our Rotaract club has officially

received its charter – a historic

moment for us!

Treasurer
Rtn Ganesh Prabhu

+91 9972096035

-We celebrated a grand Installation Ceremony,

welcoming 32 new members.

In community service, we provided breakfast and lunch

to several Anganwadi centres during the Pulse Polio

drive. We also organized two speaker meets, one

business meet, and a board meeting.

Looking ahead, we have exciting projects across all

Rotary avenues. Let’s keep the momentum and continue

making a real difference in our community.

Thank you for your unwavering support and

commitment.

Best Regards,

Rtn PHF Sathyajith Rao

President
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4th December , 2025

Rotary Mangalore Downtown in association with Swastika National Business

School, successfully organised its signature skills training series – Samveda

#40– on 4th December, 2025, at Swastika Waterfront, Sulthan Bathery,

Mangaluru. Themed “Effective Public Speaking,” the workshop aimed to

instil essential public speaking skills among students. Dr Naveen Shetty K.,

President, D.K. District PU College Principal’s Association was the Chief

Guest. Our President Elect Rtn. A. Umesh Gatty was the inaugurator. Dr.

Malini Hebbar, principal of Swastika National Business School presided over

the programme. Our member Rtn Ganesh Prabhu was also present for the

inaugural session.

Dr. Raghavendra Holla N, Chairman of Swastika National Business School

and National Trainer of JCI India, Ms. Preethi Shettigar, Life Skill Trainer and

Assistant Professor at Swastika, and Ms. Deeksha Devadiga, Lecturer,

Swastika National Business School were the resource persons.

“SAMVEDA #40 – EFFECTIVE PUBLIC SPEAKING”
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5th December , 2025

Rotary Mangalore Downtown in association with Swastika National Business

School, successfully organised its signature skills training series – Samveda

#41– on 5th December, 2025, at St Raymond PU College, Vamanjur,

Mangaluru. Themed “Success Mantra,” the workshop aimed to instil the

elements essential for achieving success in life among students.

Dr. Raghavendra Holla N, Chairman of Swastika National Business School

and National Trainer of JCI India, was the resource persons.

“SAMVEDA #41 – SUCCESS MANTRA”

“Stay afraid, but do it anyway. What’s important is the action. You

don’t have to wait to be confident. Just do it and eventually the

confidence will follow.”

- Carrie Fisher
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the Rotaract Club of Swastika National Business School (Institution-based

Rotaract sponsored by Rotary Mangalore Downtown) and the Rotaract Club
of Mangalore Swastika (Community-based Rotaract sponsored by Rotary

Club of Mangalore City).

The installation of office bearers was gracefully conducted by the Chief

Guest and Installing Officer, IPDG Rtn Vikrama Datta. The event was further

dignified by the presence of Rtn Ravishankar Rao, Assistant Governor, as
Guest of Honour, along with Smt. Malini Hebbar, Principal, Swastika National

Business School; Rtn Ranjan R. K., District Rotaract Director; Rtr Chaman M.,

Zonal Rotaract Representative – Karavali Zone; and Smt. Sumana Polali,
Trustee, Swastika National Business School.

The function was presided over by Rtn Sathyajith Rao, our President, and Rtn

Sajna Bhaskar, President, Rotary Club of Mangalore City. Ms. Sheethal was

installed as the Charter President of the Rotaract Club of Swastika National

Business School, while Mr. Muliya Sathwik was installed as the Charter

President of the Rotaract Club of Mangalore Swastika.

“INSTALLATION OF NEW ROTARACT CLUB”

20th December , 2025

It was indeed a historic

moment for our club as we

proudly installed our first-

ever Rotaract Club —

the Rotaract Club of

Swastika National Business

School — on 20th

December, 2025. The

occasion also marked

another significant

milestone for RI District

3181, as two Rotaract Clubs

were chartered and

installed on the same day:
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16th December , 2025

Financial assistance of ₹10,000

was extended to Smt. Girija Gatty

towards the construction of a new

house. The entire cost of the

project is being generously

borne by our member, Rtn. A.

Umesh Gatty.

“FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO A NEEDY WOMEN”

During a recent visit to Kolkata, DGE Sathish Bolar had the privilege of

staying at the historic 220-year-old colonial-era building, Lok Bhavan, the

official administrative residence of the Hon’ble Governor of West Bengal. He

also had the honour of meeting and interacting with His Excellency Shri C. V.

Ananda Bose, Hon’ble Governor of West Bengal. During the interaction, His

Excellency expressed his appreciation and gratitude to Rotary International

for its tremendous humanitarian service and impactful contributions to

society.

“MEETING OF DGE WITH GOVERNOR OF WEST BENGAL”
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United Nations and Rotary celebrate 

80th anniversary of UN charter 

ROTARY INFORMATION

the world faces conflicts, inequality, climate change, and technological

risks.

Despite challenges to multilateralism, progress offers hope: education

access has expanded, poverty has declined, and health outcomes have

improved worldwide. UN leaders stressed that such achievements result

from sustained collective action.

Rotary’s grassroots initiatives align closely with UN agencies in education,

health, peacebuilding, environmental protection, and the fight against polio.

The enduring Rotary–UN relationship reflects a shared belief that peace is

built through cooperation, service, and the everyday commitment of

individuals choosing unity over division.

Rotary International and

the United Nations

reaffirmed their historic

partnership during the

80th anniversary of the UN

Charter signing.

Leaders from both

organizations recalled how,

in the aftermath of World War II,

Rotary helped shape the UN by

serving as observers at the 1945

Charter Conference, contributing to

agendas, resolutions, and mediation

efforts.

Speakers emphasized that global

cooperation is more vital than ever as
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DISTRICT GOVERNORS FOR THE YEAR 2027-28

ROTARY INFORMATION
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EVENTS THAT JUST HAPPENED

The winners of ESRAG-SA Mega Quiz Series held on 6th December, 2025

“ESRAG-SA MEGA QUIZ SERIES – 2025-26”

Timeline for 2026-27
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EVENTS THAT JUST HAPPENED

Rotary Treasure Hunt–2025 was successfully organised on 14th

December 2025 by Rotary Mangalore City. The event was ceremoniously

flagged off at Varsha Auto Haus, Padil, by DGE Rtn Sathish Bolar. A total

of 31 cars, with around 120 enthusiastic participants, took part in this

exciting event.

In the men’s category, Rtn B. Narendra Prabhu, Rtn Madan Shenoy, and

Rtn B. Vikhyath Shenoy of Rotary Mangalore Metro emerged as winners,

while Rtn Sathish Yedapadithaya, Rtn Vinod Rodrigues, and Rtn Anish

Kumar of Rotary Mangalore Hillside secured the runner-up position.

In the women’s category, the first place was won by Rotary Mangalore

Main, represented by Parvathi Kunal, Lakshmi Shetty, Maria Vaz, and Vani

R. Kalbhavi. The runner-up position was bagged by Rotary Mangalore

Central, represented by Pramila Hegde, Namratha Shetty, Hema

Revankar, and Soumya Amithraj.

“TREASURE HUNT - 2025”

“You have to learn the rules of the game. And then you

have to play better than anyone else.”

- Albert Einstein
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Another feather in Rtn Umesh

Gatty’s cap! He has been elected

as Vice-President of the SDM Law

College Alumni Association for a

2-year term. After a tough

competition, he emerged

victorious. Huge congratulations,

Rtn Umesh Gatty, on this

well-deserved recognition

ELECTION TO SDM LAW COLLEGE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Cascia High School Old students’ Association conducted Sports competitions

for 3 schools viz. Cascia High School, St Rita’s English & Kannada Medium

schools on 20.12.2025. Our member Rtn A. Umesh Gatty, who is the alumni of

Cascia High School, is one of the guests for the event.

SPORTS COMPETITIONS FOR SCHOOLS
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Selection trials for sports persons to represent MESCOM in various sports

events was held on 5th December, 2025 at NITK Grounds, Surathkal,

Mangalore. Our member Rtn A. Umesh Gatty, being the treasurer of

MESCOM Sports Committee, participated in the event.

SELECTION OF CANDIDATES FOR SPORTS EVENTS

Rotary Club of Mangalore North in association with Pathanjali Yoga Samithi

(Haridwar) conducted a 15-Day Free Yoga Camp starting from 14th to 28th

December, 2025 at Rotary Bal Bhavan, Gandhinagar, Mangalore. Rtn Jayaraj

K., of our club attended the yoga camp and was issued with a certificate.

FREE YOGA CAMP
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Birthday wishes to our members and their family members

Annet SWASTHI THANMAYI HANDE, 

D/o Rtn CA SANDEEP HANDE
5TH JANUARY

Annet NIHARIKA DANDEKERI,

D/o Rtn EKNATH DANDEKERI &

Rtn ASHALATHA DANDEKERI

26TH JANUARY

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY wishes to our members

NAME DATE OF ANNIVERSARY

Rtn. UMESH GATTY &

Rtnn. Dr  SAVITHA GATTY
19TH JANUARY

Rtn. PAVITHRA KUMAR GURUKKAL &

Ann K.V. PRAMODA KUMARI
25TH JANUARY
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ROTARY HISTORY

NOTABLE ROTARIANS AROUND THE WORLD

RTN YEN CHIA - KAN

Yen Chia-Kan (23rd October, 1905 –

24th December, 1993) was a Chinese

politician, chemist, politician and

economist, who served as the

second President of the Republic of

China from 1975 to 1978.

Rtn Yen Chia-Kan was the member

of Taipei Rotary Club, Taiwan and

was the Charter President.



SUDOKU

Rotary Quiz

BRAIN TEASERS

(Answers on the last page)

RIDDLES
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Why couldn't the leopard play hide and seek?

1) What is the motto of Rotaract?

2) What is the age range for Rotaract members?

3) What is an Interact Club?

4) What is the age range for the Interact Club members?

5) Which is the first Interact Club to be formed in the world?
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Dr. Animesh Jain, former Rotarian and Professor of Community Medicine at

Kasturba Medical College (KMC), Mangalore, delivered an insightful talk on

“Lifestyle Disorders” during our weekly meeting on 2nd December 2025.

He highlighted the impact of modern lifestyle habits on our health and

explained how simple, practical changes can help prevent and overcome

these disorders. His suggestions were easy to adopt and highly beneficial.

The session was lively and interactive, with enthusiastic participation from

all members.

“Physical fitness is not only one of the most important keys to a

healthy body, it is the basic of dynamic and creative intellectual

activity.”

– John F. Kennedy

“LIFESTYLE DISORDERS”
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The weekly meeting on 9th December, 2025 was truly special, as our Club

Service Director Rtn Eknath Dandekeri proposed that each member shall

share a ‘memorable life event’. The response to the idea was overwhelming,

with many members sharing their cherished life moments. However, due to

time constraints, we couldn't hear from everyone, so we're planning a Part II

for an upcoming meeting.

“MEMORABLE LIFE EVENTS”
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Rtn. Narayan Bhide of the Rotary Club of Belthangady delivered a highly

engaging and informative talk on “Hydroelectric Power Projects in India

and Their Challenges" during our weekly meeting held on 16th December,

2025. His presentation was eloquent and enriched with personal experiences,

particularly from his involvement in commissioning of mini hydroelectric

projects. He explained in detail the various challenges encountered during

the installation and commissioning of hydroelectric projects, encompassing

technical, financial, regulatory, and community-related aspects. Although the

number of members present was limited, the session witnessed active and

enthusiastic interaction with the speaker.

“HYDROELECTRIC POWER PROJECTS IN INDIA AND THEIR CHALLENGES"
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ROTARY INTERNATIONAL DIRECTOR 2027-2029

ROTARY IN NEWS

Rtn Gurjeet S. Shekon of Rotary Club

of Amritsar Civil Lines and PDG of

RID 3070 has been elected as Rotary

International Director 2027-29 for

Zone 4 & 7.

He will be at the inauguration of our

District Conference ‘Sneha Sourabha’

at Mysuru on 30th January, 2026.

Rtn Michael McGovern has been

selected to chair the Global Polio

Eradication Initiative (GPEI) Polio

Oversight Board, effective from 1st

January, 2026. he will take over charge

from Dr. Chris Elias.

He joined Rotary in 1986 as a member

of the Rotary Club of South Portland-

Cape Elizabeth, Maine, USA. He has

served in many Rotary positions

including as a director and vice

president of Rotary International and as

a trustee and vice chair of the Rotary

Foundation.

CHAIR OF POLIO OVERSIGHT BOARD (POB)



January is Vocational Service Month in Rotary, a time to focus on high ethical

standards, recognizing the worthiness of all occupations, and using

members' professional skills to serve the community, rooted in Rotary's

principle of using one's profession as an opportunity to serve society.

Rotarians use this month to promote integrity, learn about each other's

careers, and apply their expertise in service projects.

Key aspects of Vocational Service Month:

•Core Principle: It highlights one of Rotary's five Avenues of Service (Club,

Community, International,Youth, and Vocational).

•Ethical Focus: Adherence to and promotion of the highest ethical standards

in all occupations, including fair treatment of employers, employees,

associates, competitors, and the public, guided by The Four-Way Test.

•Professional Application: Members share their skills (medicine, tech,

business, etc.) to help communities and mentor youth.

•Dignifying Work: Promotes the idea that every useful occupation is an

opportunity to serve. The recognition of the worthiness of all useful

occupations, not just those that are pursued by Rotarians.

19

JANUARY – VOCATIONAL SERVICE MONTH



20

MAN WHO LEFT THE TOILET DOOR OPEN

A man gambled in a casino in Nepal. Unfortunately, he lost everything.

Dejected, he headed for the restroom, only to find that the toilet door opened

with a one-rupee coin. Distressed, he stood in front of the door. Another man

noticed his predicament and gave him a one-rupee coin. The defeated

gambler was grateful. He insisted on noting down the name and address of his

benefactor and promised that, no matter what, he would repay his debt

someday.

After the donor left, when he tried to open the door by putting the money in

the crack, he found that the door was already open – coincidentally, when

someone else had passed by, the door had not closed behind him.

Anyway, when he came out of the restroom and reached the lobby, he still had

the one rupee he had borrowed. Driven by habit, the gambler put that rupee

on the line, winning forty rupees. His fortunes took a turn, and that very night

he not only made up for his lost one lakh rupees, but also won another five

and a half lakh rupees. He then boarded a plane and flew to Bombay, where he

used the money to open a fast food restaurant. That restaurant was so

successful that within a few years, he opened fifteen similar restaurants across

India and purchased a five-star deluxe hotel.

Then two hotels, then three hotels, then hotels abroad –

In his old age, he once narrated his success story in a meeting of his board of

directors and said in a very emotional voice, "This miracle that happened to

me happened because of one man, just one man. If I meet that man today, I

would weigh him in gold and diamonds and jewels.“

"That guy," said a director, "who gave you one rupee to put in the toilet at a

casino in Nepal?“

"No, not him. I have his address. I'm looking for the man who left the toilet door

open."
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Short Poem by Rtn Dinesh Holla
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FORTHCOMING ROTARY EVENTS

“SNEHA SOURABHA”- ROTARY DISTRICT CONFERENCE-2025-26” 

“SNEHA SOURABHA”, District

Conference for the year 2025-26 of RID

3181 will be held from 30th January to 1st

February, 2026 at Silent Shores Convention

Centre, , KRS Road, Hootagalli, Mysuru.

Interested members are requested to

register themselves for the event.

Registration may be made by visiting

conference website:

https://districtconference3181.in/ .

The Registration charges are as under:

Rotarian- Rs.5,000/-

Rotarian with Spouse- Rs.8,000/-

Ann – Rs.5,000/-

Guest – Rs.2,000/-.

The above rates are applicable from 10th

November onwards.

‘LEAD-ON’- RYLA 2026

“LEAD-ON”, Rotary Youth

Leadership Awards- 2026 (RYLA) is

being held on 10th & 11th January,

2026 at Vijnana Bhavan Auditorium,

Mysuru.

The event is hosted by Rotary

Panchsheel Mysuru .

https://districtconference3181.in/
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FORTHCOMING ROTARY EVENTS

Rotary International Convention-

2026 will be held from 13TH to

17TH June, 2025 at Taipei. The

registrations for the said event is

already open. Interested

members may register for the

event.

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION- TAIPEI -2026

“ONLINE FREE YOGA CAMP”
A FREE 21-Day Online Yoga Program

starting 5th January 2026, designed to

support physical fitness, mental clarity,

and overall well-being is being

organised. The sessions will be

conducted by Mr. Saurabh Bothra,

Government-certified Yoga Trainer, IIT

graduate, with over 12 years of

experience. A small daily commitment to

yoga can bring positive changes in

energy, focus, and balance. We believe

this initiative will be beneficial for Rotary

leaders and their families.

👉 Register here:

https://habit.yoga/partnerRotary2026



24

FORTHCOMING ROTARY EVENTS

“Ride for Rotary” – 10th Edition

Embark on a spectacular 16-day adventure, beginning on 5th January 2026

from the sun-kissed shores of Vizag and culminating on 21st January 2026

at the regal streets of Mysuru. The journey winds through Hampi and

Mangaluru, unveiling the breathtaking Agumbe Rainforest, its mist-laden

curves, and enchanting wild canopies. Join this epic ride of camaraderie,

exploration, and purpose.

Register now at www.rideforrotary.com

“RIDE FOR ROTARY- 10TH EDITION”
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FORTHCOMING ROTARY EVENTS

Environment Sustainability

Rotary Action Group – South

Asia (ESRAG-SA) is organising

‘ESRAG_SA Mega Quiz Series-

2025-26, a online quiz contest

held virtually live first on 6th

December, 2025 and second on

10th January, 2026.

It is open to all Rotarians,

Rotaractors, RCC, Interactors

(Only ESRAG). Participants

include members from Africa,

Middle East, SE Asia, Oceania

and South Asia.

“ESRAG-SA MEGA QUIZ SERIES – 2025-26”

“PELS, SELS & ZELS – 2026-27”

“PELS, SELS & ZELS – 2026-

27”- Learning Seminar for the

President, Secretary and Zonal

Lieutenants for the year 2026-27

of RID 3181 will be held from

24th April to 26th April, 2025 at

IBIS Styles Goa Calangute Hotel.

The event is organised by Rotary

Mysore.

The Registration Fee is

Rs.9,500/-.



SUDOKU

Rotary Quiz

ANSWERS TO BRAIN TEASERS

RIDDLES

‘Because the leopard was always spotted’
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1) Fellowship through service

2) Earlier it was between 18 to 30 Years. However, at present there is no

upper age limit.

3) A Rotary Youth program for post primary school students.

4) Between the age of 12 to 18 years.

5) The Interact Club of Melbourne High School, sponsored by the Rotary

Club of Melbourne, Florida, USA, became the first Interact club on 5th

November 1962.


